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O the shores of cthe Caspian fca in
norzhecn Eran chars exiss 2 breed of small
pony which I have nzver seen deseribed
in books, and which s pracrically unkneam
aulside s mEm |:|i-|'r|1|'|,|'|:|r rr"rri,1-::nr_'_.'. The
chisuueery of uny tare hreesd s mpariuml,
I'\II:I| i I""'\-\.l!" FUI‘HEH HTE e 271 RRINTE E{ b1 b |.I1:|t|:
far rhe 1||:.,i_:]'.|¢'. Iiﬁhr Lhey shed on the
passible origin of the hot-Roeded Lastern
loese.

The Casplan pany provides the Auss
liwing, cvidence ma soppmut Elee wiaslls o
pescbied Loy that & separane vace ol hogss
WAL BT ke Soehells ol ke Fasroes
Rdcrimlans linap lefiace the domestic home
any ntrodueed by che Indo-Europesns,
carly inzhe Second Millsrdun BOC

Tnodvpuis 4% Gve of these poomes were
Brraaghi 1w Baombe bevsed as chiled ren®s
mancy, [F e poriss Crat acmsed aere g
first g lircle trighteped snd suspicions wee
seton won them gver with gentls reatment
unil prod fesdiog; Betore lone they e
came @ffPctiongte and | ioterssted com-
pardans for che chililzen, and deligh-fil
eisies, I dwat, the Caspian is ddenlly bl
torirry the w-.-:igh_' ol w child il over the
countryside  aremd Leheran, childeen
From phe ggres of Bor oo ten sasily cid s ther
vnmcrompnied, and In maces orpanised Ty
the Racing Iederacion,

Ak ibs besr wlear will call she "WCazpian®,
for lack of any oracr name. is like az Acvab
horse i otinizouse, pocfzody proporioned
asd il e sanae :illiki:u._u |.'|'.|.a|||'i|.'.':. Fuwen
mmere anterstinge, 1t hag che same pecaliar
besd-srructure as these aatique hocses”
bieads foaitd we has-ecliels, scals, aad
drinking cups cooughear Tren® carls
hizrory.

The Casplan sraods abow 3 feor 6
unches ar the withers wod has o shon hmd
vrassively devclupod lorebuzl, sorall pain-
ted ears, aod lasge protoedimg eyes, Thene
i aso @ amacked developorment of the
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A RARE PONY
ON THE

SHORES OF
THE CASPIAN

BY LOUISE FIROUZ

pariees] bones and che frontal boocs froo
the seoapn o the Deiming af the nasal
bunes which piees the appearnees of the
EHTS ‘._'\-r]l:lg sl well hack on rhe headsd, As
el as this, same ot the poniss exhi=r «
marked  dewslopment of the suparior
'TIH.‘-G:“H]'}' benes whicrh gives the pree an
upraised wnd rathar ookl ook,

IE we smpare [T I:_.ll-.pl.-m with the
'I'_'-:ell_1| prmy ks sy lime chuaraeteris-
Sl bernme cven snoes oy iml::;_ ur kel
sharely |-.|-;,|I:.i_|:|u; Hritisa prmy the 'I:_'.-a,;_c_t\-;iu;u_
has un extrgndinary nearqess and quaj[['r'

ng owell s the same mutio of leg to body
a5 A fiorse, ullowing Zor 8 freedom ol miove-
mmieat thatis quite impossible in che Bricish
poay. Excepr for che gallop. the Caspzac
can kesp ap with nednal-giocd lases anall
i and can leap over any olmacdes wah
rermarkihle :-'.p:i.il:_-': us T hove esighlishesd an

aurfarmunesr Telherarn.

The Caspran’s 12l is sor Ligh and @ hag
a=hioer bacs; the loads are anall, tapl,
ancd moce eval Ui s owsmal e o hosse;
il s @ fine shart coare which thickens 1o
wintler,  heeaning  shehily  longer  dn
surnines. Tn Hhilrl,‘.l:l.: il]'.]"l'h.'::-ﬁ-:"l.'-l'l 1he puny
gives s of o omnisiore hoese; well pre
poriimined and premscsscd of wn el lgen
and kindly desgssitm,

Twas 50 fascinared by thos cumons beeed
that | etecidad oo conduct a survey of the
prea as bt T onuld, To Tuly 1965 [ Looan
8 three-vear sureey which was seally <is-
appu:ui_nring n b pre=n I’lp;u.';.':-. A rewealel.
The arma which [ ooeeres streichced Toom
ASTATI, weidel ol
Eram andd the Sosiel om0 Fablavi-
Uy situaied vt of 1he Caspuan Se on
che lurhonsan Sveppes and sy kide-

i The norh-wesicin

melres saeeth of the Sower border. OF

carprgey e ool anly make spor checks
which ware corlivinly bazbaeand il oo
cennpledely aveweste, Bt dhew did i
ne genersl distnbation omd the Gt that
the mumbes: of these delighful ©reninres
was CisTessingly lowy

BLecanss of the diffionlrivs cevsed by
bach swanipy and mountaine: conditions
fow subaidiacy qoads nave beer budle of
|qm hi_q__g'v 1= varl rond that mss alang s
sed oomst, throogh che provioees of
"dazam:'"rau and {3lsn where the panv
iz 'n:ur’] 'LEII'.IS-'E'IIJL‘I:IJ'- 8 ocEe SOSNAY

L:ln‘:.m' Feranie rvar borm m IF..I.-'.I'l.'r:_-"tr.r:_.
D7 bl meoeed oo Tran 2/ 1955 o e
mgrriage o Nargy Firear, A groduste of

ormell, whe wlm ey
claisdce, ard Buplisn, Her main -l_l.'r..-!;:u"zl.-m
RSB e SO wd ras Ty AUThes.
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Tire aaetdosr wddhk o I'__.rrill'.'.:urr JSamy s whe kor sendvrtakien ﬂ_!.li"l'.lflr:‘-'.'f fo prereray thrs vatre breed af ﬁe’r’fu’a'r.l'; seer Talarran

haz e preserred, making gavel from
the ain road a slow and often ardwecs
s - as we caviclves t:l.|:l'.'l'|.l::|'.il'.'-.‘|. i1
the tourse of the mspection: swe nuale a
torrs ifnng Lhe ciasl ril, 2l chillerent
tirri=s of e vear. Uhese visits were liter
Eollpwed up with imips o0 Rorseback fo
likely villages sad prezing grovpds,

Finally we #siiomared thar the ponies
pexcrred speradically alerp roost of the
Craspian coast with rather mare o an ares
of 400 sy ks, beracen che towns of
Ml and Bavol, Adthough st pesics
st s e B0 would be nesbedicg
I sy Lhers wis & costcenrdion o thee
ave gz anuoce hhan 30, i |ll:'l]|.d|.'t.* anorhiz
geseatteiad alomng the coast,

My ociguaal foae clatvhe race was wdes
@i one was i Snel well-hoedes . My
decision w oondertake 3 pilt proiect o
preseres e breed wich six marcs aod five
smaliiens selected fromy chese roopht 1o
Moroueabed was aftze all, nor oo poe-
FIETTT

O this erimingl soock, cre colrand three
fllizs have been torn, and six maess are in
foal whiie I wrire, {ur Arst generogon
shows n decrense 0 mature Fearhs il
;_pp'ru:ri:rnut?llr' e irch, .-::;-i'e-! ul 1m
proves feeding of both pacent stock wrl

Coals & whis certaenly scems no relale ey
presious assanplaa Lol s swallness
oy b b boted Lo Uhe slontang eliecis ol
Lo climale ang pt"rh'.lp'- manetd]l  an:d
nutritionn]  deficienowes, Ino o fact, furps
animals de exist #nd breed inothe sams
arga without socomdne any sowaller. Tas
climars, oo, is relatdvely teoperate: in
sununer the ponies ary pasturcd o rich
corun iy grasd, el e wintcr eald fovees
the kenlams s oanowe dewn s dle coas
where the tamperatues 15 wanmer, Toers
lhe Forses moos! meks dooowrrh scant
t'uragf; Il 15 % r:|-:_|'n|."'|,:-e1'_l.', forr sl e, T
gee horses knee-deep an osaler, pricsg
he bareestod e Fe s ?

vy aremprs ar beseding bave beo
Lamzersd somewlan Ly chee Wregulasicy of
the wsiran eyele, by whick the ponies
come inie et pnly enoe every beg vears,
Vorunatzly we have had sorne sucoess in
avercaming thiz diicalty b injecrions of
fodlicl=-stimulating bocmane, e the st
st maonths groweh Is oeest rapid, atia
wkich it becomees neglimicle; ot of moenths
“ke lemiales resch semm s oority,

1he |'-E-::|'.|i:|1'|'.- Hasliterave -::=||||'.i1'ie.-;= (513
the Cadpaan are slTong, [ 1o syabe o
razcbows iz ol enlours i breathing
st uf et Feals are hay, e the mppocioy

e v Lo anr sarvey thoueh we ol
vofice e vecasioms] chesrou aod gy,
Ihe r;ln_'l:u-l:lh |:-[ the litle '.:n.l:l:.-"-\. [P R
teTissus hecsime sven more sinking when a
el o wae semt g the Dridied Sates o
stanel =t smud onoa capch in Yicginga,
Earileen MoCormick, whe 15 pact owner
and managsr of the swllien, ropors thar
the faals bern of Celtic and L aspidn stock
itewitzlly  Jdispday the unosval head
Eeariies of the Caspian despite i absencs
L The pnares,

¥eroan ospile ol the pay’s unusaal
chiarocieostics: oo uf the  ceraining
specnnens cauld be desenbed as pere
Local l::’ll\.‘*ﬂir._l.:_ & wuscrEnlife aid ||:|||-
cidzazd, s tlew are left o gux frocly woh
orhece Lorscs 2od o courss phe manes e
with any chance sialFion, Lesides ehis, they
yre otier bred according m the pasticula:
crquirsrnents of the remion; o Babel, for
imapce. The pony 04 crodsed with oa
Mongolian o t2opan oype @ increase e
sizeand make it more usetol Bor cravessing
mudde winter ronds. [re Amol, hoveswer,
1he I:".J'-]_'l."-'ln i e danlenignally o ans nf
II"G LTI |:|||'|I.' e S b s -::-I'I.||q_' nec:d ':’IIE :-1.'Ii||!
cart-hoases wolch can sdash iz 2od ol of
che lawar srmnre H[IL‘:ZI‘I”'!.' thirn o donkesy,

I g, hesswer, a0 ogrud ook was
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ceralilistied whicl: 1 Zwope might preserye
anpd encowrage the purity of the Caspizn
rary. Lir Hosseipian of "sheran Veoeria-
ary Callege cepulscly inspsois foals and
foundazion stock for herodizacy defoons
har would impain the leallh of aay
sucassive stk

The cxciting siotilaciny berwesn e
Caspan and thoss ancicnr horsss which
wl e salling Dinus's chanor oo the -
gl azsl sy iz the Brasish Slosoan,
or the peniss o tlee bas-rehed o Pecse-
::tljl‘i.l SCEIns s | I!..:III A l\_'l\.!'.l'II.1IJ|..'!IL'E. BIJI‘
sine G amere datiled HI'J-.‘I_'.' uf’ -L"u.uul
Dozes [man archaclogie] sies s ceedal
Eelore any prastive slearificiion can b
sazice Tholormonscely this s ot beoi
accoplishicd sofa,

TFiles weze achicved sucoeeding pensra-
Lios of the Caapian pany orn st Maron-
catad will Ulusccare the sunilatity nacie
zecuiarely, and ahould cthe poood of oeer
3000 yoars of conciuaicy of chis curicus
buced be sseallished, our Casplans will be
availalle far srudy az iving specirmens:. &

The Casfedan fony oy sdear o aeikeely cart-horae, bud 0 speed amekiss o @ wrare e drcialel udveeed Pl g dowkep




