(VA

The Land and Countryy

Draft by

Louise Laylin Firouz



1y The ;' s

LS OREE

T

ai”}f‘ Il %5"3’:“5
strins of in
{ancieni Me

steppe

etached aﬂges:

Y DO

ia },,1‘0 i

air g h
i ;

]




o~

£

The Armenians occcupied the northern most parts in ancient times
wiiile the area is now calied Persian Azerbaiian and farmed bv
Azeri Turks. Below the Kurds are the Lurs who iive in the oriuous

nountains which abut on the Khuzistan piains and the couniry of
the Bakhtiari {ribes.

The Zagros form the main watersihed of the lowlving
Mesopotamian piain where some of the eariiest cities flourished.
Settied agricuiture probabiy started around 0G0 B.C. in these
areas. This is the province of Khuzistan on the southwestern
siopes of the central ;:agros and it is the iargest area of iowiand
within iran. This part of the Mesopotfamian vailey is fed by four
iarge rivers. The Karun and Rarkheh run swiftly down from the
7agros carrving enormous amounts of siit which have been
instrumental in budiding up the ailuvial piain, The Tigris and
Huphrates emerge from the piateau of Asia Minor to empiv Inio
the Persian Gulf, Where the four rivers converge {hev become the
Shatt-al-Arab, an area of piains and swamps Hm, sait iakes and
said to be the sife of the Garden of fden and where Noah loaded
his Ark. It was probably an unusuaily nec:\;\' rain in the Zagros
which sparked the fiood that eventually ieft Noah stranded on mt,
Araral.
The Province of Fars in it's verv SO uthern position of the Zagros is
{ ki for Perse ‘ ring capifal of kKing Darins

i -
estroved and burnt by Alexander the Great in 330 B.C. The
amm is ii;iu and aiﬁ Ougn (fﬁe rainfall is adeqguate the
. - t e

f the Qashghal, a
Tom near the
country near

UI‘K‘Sﬁ S*‘aea:«';ns U”L{} who annualiy migra

Persian Guif to the borders of the Bakhtiari 1 an
isfahan, a distance of about GO0 miles.

Siriking off from the Zagros massif in north-west ran, the Aiburz
range piunges east for 600 miles dominated in the center by the
18,955 foot ML Damavand which is higher than any sumnuit west
of it in Asia and Furope. Unlike the Zagros the Ajborz range is
narrow, at its maximum width if is oniy 80 miles, but the
mountains are extremelv steep and on the north side rise out of
the Caspian which is below sea ievel, On the south side the
mountains appear as a solid wall with a few defiies and the iand
siopes off Irom the foothiiis to me creal salt desert (Kavir) which
dominates the piateau of ceniral fran.

The Taiish hiiis form the extreme west of this range. T his is an
area of deiiles, ravines and forests which Dlﬂﬂ\’fe {0 a narrow
littorai with the {aspian. Rainfaii is E‘”fSlSI‘E‘IK with hardiv a Cll"x
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season and the thick, impenetrabie forests form a sharp conirast
with the rest of Iran.

The Talish system ends at the Sefid Rud river in Gilan where there
is easy access from the Caspian o the piateau through the river
valiey. Then the mountain broadens and rises in aititude
distinguished by and dominated by the voicanic cones of M.
Damavand and Alam Kuh. There are Dermanent glaciers near the
peaks and high valleys and on the northern siopes, beiow the iree
line, abundant hardwood forest {the Hyrcanian ciimax forest). On
the southern side iunipers and other conifers once fourished but
have ilargely axsapp%:irw, 1o the east, towards Afghanistan, the
Alborz gradualiv becomes broader and ends in roiling highiand.

The Caspian lowiands extend for 400 miles from Astara on the
western border with Azerbaiian o Hasan Gul Beg in the east. On
average the width of the lifforal is 13 1o 20 miles until it broadens
out in the east into the Turkoman steppes. Tne Caspian 1‘:
approximately 85 feef below sea level and, aithough fed by
mountain streams and rivers ?fz‘om the Alborz, it's main
contribution comes from the Voiga river running ouf of Russia i

the norti,

- of Gorgan on the east of
LW em‘!axr om semi-ari %." Omzq as it

the Resh ze Afabai range. t 7il Baver {red
wasieland) and the Atrek river which forms i he b,}z der with
Turkmenistan untii it turns south ang fiows towards Mashad in
Rhurasan. jargaian, on the eastern edge OI Persian Turkmenistan
is bordered by the Kopet Dagh and bhﬂu Dagh mountain ranges
which can reach a height of 90U feet. jargalan is wooded with a
conifer {Saaur) peculiar only to that area and is not characterised
bv steppe. It is inhabited by Turkomans in some areas and Kurds
displaced by a succession of Shais in others. Theyv are both settied
and nomadic,

p.....s
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The steppe iand was piowed up by the government in the 1940%s
and SU's and distributed amongst the iocal inhabitants
{Turkoman) and large tracks given to members of the Roval
famiiv. Prior to the desecration of these fraditional grazing lands
there was rich pasture with naturai aifaifa, ciover, dmothy,wheat
orasses and rve. The norih siopes of the Alborz were thickly
wooded with a ciimax Hyvrcanian forest {oak, beech, mapie etc)
while on the steppe there were wild pon a@gl’a}f_ﬂ@‘S figs and
Hyvrcanian wainuis.The fiat steppe is bisected by deep guilies and
ravines carved out by runoif over the loess soil
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Geographicaiiy and historically this area beiongs to Centrai Asia
and is the great corridor through which miilenia of indo-
Furopeans angd iater Turks and Mongois peneirated o the Middie
Fast and setiied or pushed on 10 Egvpt and Greece. The low passes
and upland hills across the dwindling Aiborz made this an easv
passage for man and his animais. Prehistoric sites abound in this
region as do the tepes and remains of iarge Parthian and
Sassanian cities. A wall extends from the Caspian (and, according
1o the Turkomans aithough it has not been excavated) o
Afghanistan.Buiit by the Parthians against nomadic raiders out of
ihe northern sieppes, tiids wail, called Alexnder's Wail, nrotected
the sweet water sources of the north siopes of the Alborz. North of
the wail brackish springs are sparse and far apart.

South of the Tuﬁqom’m steppes lies Khurasan, often ’iz‘nked
historicaily with Central Asia as whoever controiled Khurasan
contiolied me steppe oases of Samarkhand and Bokhara to the
norihn-east in Cenirai Asia. The Ropet Dagh and Gulul Dagh define
the borders with Turkimenistan and generally catch sufficient
rainfail rom the north and north-west (o produce good grass and
ampie fodder for the nomads animais,

ine

wost 'wri}’:-cz‘:» define khurasan as stariing at the waiershed o

21 all &4 i
Gorgan and Atfrek rivers and continuing south ¢ Sistan and the
Gulf of Hurmnuz on the Persian Guill 800 miles from north io south,
the iand is varied from ﬂlUH Snow covered C!Qd_&S o wide X‘?MQVS
and swamps. From exireme coid to humid heat in (he south it was
the ciimate that was iormaamg o invasions ,not uamz al

geooraphic barrier

in the extreme south-east iies Persian Baluchistan, an area of
extreme heat, iow rainfall, mountains, desert and swamps.
Alexander the Great marciied back from india through this area
and neariy cuf short his iliustrious career there alinough his army
must have been innured to just about every hardshin.

The interior of ran, {he basin or bowi of the ceniral piateau
formed bv the encirviciing mountain ranges iies from 1000 to 3000

feef above sea ievel. The flatness is punciuated i by n nouniains
which reach heights of 10,000 feet but the area is shutf oif n‘om
d'unrs ": masses gmfz izag al mw r’nman iemz:}ﬁramres I‘iS? uring

one haif of iran’s total iand area. Once covered with water, iitie
remains except for a few salt marshes. The area is dessicated
aithough the kavir . in many places, is an expanse of siime or
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viscous mud covered with saif iavers; rather like a chocoiate cake
with vaniiia icing but treacherous in the extreme {0 cross. For this
reason much of the Kavir is impenetrable. On the other hand. in
the Dasht-e-Lut, in southeast Iran, there is a sait lake and sand
iunes which makes it navigatabie as opposed o the forbidding
Kavir. Much of the ancient trade from India ran aiong the edges of
the Lut desert through the east of Khurassan, the towns of Bam
and Kirman and along the south edge of the Alborz, Uamghan and
Semunan, sé:jrté.ng the Kavir. Lonelyv remains of caravanserais 4ot
the bieak iandsca
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There is oniy one hiumid forest in Iran and that is aiong the
southern shores of (he Casian andg the northern siopes of the

Alborz running rom the Araz river on the porder with .«%ZQI‘Qciﬁ'zd’l

“{G the upper portion of the Afrek in Khurasan 16 the east, Thisisa
Hyvrcanian forest characerised C'\ abundant tall, deciduous trees

- and shrubs (30 and 60 j:sef:ies Of each). This forest is a rel 1»:: of the

warm, temperate forests whici

ich once covered most parts of !"U}‘O‘DQ
and northern Asia in the Ia "3 i

o Pt

at 1e1'»i1a:f}: The iower si fmﬂs ciimax ir
the rwm:ofszm beech windle further up the climax is a magnifice “t
iarge oak, Unicriunalely much of the iorest on the iower siope
has been completely destroved and the process is now contin ;mg
i 00 foot tThey reach in the ceniral Alborz,

fhereisas ﬂl—ﬂumm oak fore sz jorzg the Zagros extending from
Turkey through Kurdistan and Lurisian inio ?ars, ihese oaks
differ from the Hyrcanian oaks in that they are short, Sque at and
part so thai pasiure grass grows underneath. Some iribes
make bread fr om the acorns which is very much an acquired
tasie. This foresi beiongs 1o the Irano-Turanian group with some
Mediterranean infiuence. in addition to the ubiquitocus oaks, 2im,

mapie, plﬁ(aCiLO and almond are found.

3

In former times, before man made inroads with charcoai burning
and fuel gathering, there were extensive juniper foresi covering
the southern siopes of the Alborz and both sides of the mountain
in Khurasan. This coid resistent 'fo:cesi aiso includes aimond,
berberis and cotoneaster as well as wainut and wild fruit trees,
pomegranite, judas iree, willow and Tamarisk and extends 1o the

Ropet Dagn,

There was aiso an extensive Q’I‘i forest OI pistachio which covered
much of the elevated portions of the inter 101' Di’i(*@a 1 near the
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Zagros oak forest. There are some remnants of this forest in Fars
and near Lake Nairiz and the Zagros near kirman.

Spix nv bushes , Iranc-1uranian, of the wagac ’“’lf ¢ and artemisiera
WDes cover lﬂOSt areas except for the true deserts which are bare.

]
1
&

0{ areas {garmsir) in the south are characterised by

*{ on belonging to the Saharan-Arabian and Nubo-Sinian
The Iranc-Turanian fiora is prominent on the interior

tea 1 and in the northern uplands and lowlands changing in the

wneze irano-Turanian and Indo-Himalavan elements mingie
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Stands of saxaul and stiff grass bunches dominate sand descris.

afeger'iﬁ ve condgitions in ran were at their best in the third and
second millenia B.C. Prior 1o that period the area was drier due o
e pffy st ,_a not extend o

the effects of mnmqr]nﬂ and the Hyrcanian fore

the Gorgan mountains - nor the Zagros oak forest into Kurdistan.
After the first millenium B.C, man’s degradation’s have
increasingly destroyed his environment through over grazing,
cultivation of meadows and steppe and de :i?f%;?iaﬁ(‘ w "va“

cuiiing fore ST and shrub for fuel.in this iatter
or ox DO of wond Y“;’{}{“%?{‘TQ has accclerated the process

AL e

iran, by virfue s ceniral position in the middie of widely
diverse r f"f“ﬁ% is a meeting place for all soris of foreign
influences. India, Arabia, Central Asia and the Caucasus aii

CONVETLE U6 ran.

There are about 129 species of mammais found in fran which, in
compamsoﬂ 'v‘vhﬂ ali of Furope which is Tour times iarger, and has
133 species, is a cornucopia of fauna.

There are 28 carnivora of which the most magnificent were the
Hyrcanian tger found in northern iran {particulariiy the
Turkoman steppe and forest) and the short maned iion of
Persepoilis and Babvionian fame, both of which are sadiy now
extinct. Of the cat famiiy, leopards, cheetahs, Ivnx {caracal) and
various Kinds of smaliier wiid cats like the goiden steppe cati not

vet scientificaliv described, still exist.

There are wolves in every corner of iran; the Hyrcanian on the
Turkoman steppes {Hyrcania means the land of the woives), big
Rurdish wolves, Azerbaiian wolves, Fars, Khuzistan. In every



o S Ch
= ) % PR
- Y, .
- GHEALS E
P nC bl S HIESNEV g T O mm e
o A B oD 2 =
N et O W e} (W] R e ar @
[ IR o S EE B e )
& R & G o B UL & e
py aymd T ».ﬂ b8 Low) ,“ W} —t T ﬂ.ﬂ 175} . 1 .m
P " HEa869 (S : i =l
0 Dudgs g v R & 7 w & e =
- A LR b P e w @ ey 5 W T ()
b Rofive I ol 8y o8 ol By RV Q) [ Q) o
O ' B . it i Bl e e a 1y 4 O o
8, agagg ¢ SEEEES g% g4 o G
Qm. " oo W Q) w 1 ﬁ ,m;, wﬂ“ Aﬂ._um ..m..“.“ _»..lw mmm [ \mmw o " _.w e ]
pt Amu ..m s Nl ee pan (- ] .1.% o GV b o - e e
S B & oo ol O e b o =8 [y e ) S B
@ o S Y - m A m.v__ 4 W T e o e @ o] U=
- PR v Y L s o et IS L
90w g & eh 24 B TEE == 2 : s LG NN
Y S @ T e o - e fodi gy b ¢35 e oL I<F] ] eyt
S , T 2 o =0 & 4 ) = o T E H
k5 % » et ™ e o b [ - 7
o= §F o .o oo ER-ER L S R = . 5707
" Lo ﬂw o o N S o ot ) - e B
oo~ e oS o T Vmi ol 1 e o m i T W B
w = o oW @ w9 AR R <P el O e = o0
il = @ PR T & T oo o R 48] oy 5
O 0 Ko ] iy mu i Q.._; o M,L " .:L vL. -t ,ﬁ» X Q) St o . ﬂ,*_
< bt o K oo L o @G 9 - mm = e o D G =
el B @ B OO o & h Db s 8 9 o 0o m S
3 b | Qe W o o 4+ O e W Q) o] ] T o
q - _”. 4 et ¢ s ¥ ) mri W = [ 5] - ﬂv
sE 859 RV Ho By P e - - ol wh
1 Q O ™ oo Y N L49) PacNTN v R o W o e P . R Iy & bt
Qo , B8 L o A R s oo =y ; ; o - @
ol R - b S e e P il o O N i1
B ®) fg © i s a) b i f A [ . : o} . oo K] o iy
W o, 0 @ =~ Q) RO TSN = = T & ) et D e r R IR
éﬂ [o¥; B T v gt [ 0 oy R el M oo oM oy Ve __n\m Dt ?..u 4 )
o =0 g 8 5.8 9 oo B8 ‘ i e F@T a0 M o
A s W ﬂ.v_ ﬁ,M o ey oot ot H o] ﬂu“ aped (A) o LCa jav g PG B FOREA o R xmd
= a n& fas e % o ¥ © & & 1 m\u o N & m& @M Q mw - m
1 oed ¥ . o ol [N B T 7 el ] Pty o] ﬂ.. .
o ORI et "3 joe oy L. s 4] 3y it S Q)
o5 Spoig, g8 ¢ TUEENy EC EC e
rerd oo @ O B o B [} vt 3 & w o B
i o) 1~ L od ] L , rad oo oA o %
°Z meEpSags &g = i & g g 58S
DY BE Oz S B 5 e S rm = I
~ = 5 oy o e bk e Y
5% w oo O 2000 = O o , I 5 w3
s ohzfcE 55 s 9E g ST
(o9} bl _.ﬁ [4D BN~ u 0 w4 bl | U)o ) e po .nC 4 Q) proef
S e T ©o H E £ T, 4 £ & T e &
m b ol Gy 3 H b o W = o & © @
S gpHg £ S & 1 £ o8 & TR
"5 ELtoEz CE & 2 = 25 4 5285
- = . : .
=8 HEicY € B8 B S S5 248 & EaSg
o S G v F = :
! W fasie R .y N mw Q & ﬂm Aﬂw -y mﬂ.&_ G i mw o oen
] > < £ i S v ) o ]
HE 25 mHTSaE = ao =58 = Il o B2
Wy e 4 1“”. ..1””« - “.C mu o 1 O &Mﬁ ] muu‘w_ o ﬂlrw «a MWC am.l‘w. e
: s o ) oL YD @ s
= o oo nd i = bl I
L ! A Iavt m.i T3 et O ) L] [
M A G A o Y ]
3l o2 - ,.f.. ,.n\%. (M)
bt "y ..Q




(]
fut
|u-f‘
e

iran's Horses Chapier 2
FARLY HISTORY: NFOLITHIC THROUGH MEDIAN

Although modern man probabiy evoived in Africa, evidence
points 1o the Middie East as being atieast one of the areas in which
the Iorm we now know first deveioped. Paleolithic man certainiy
fived in many parts of Iran as weil as the eariier Neoiithic whose
remains have ueen found in Kurdistan {western siopes of the
Zagros mountains), along the Caspian and Kinurasan as well as
Afghanistan and Central Asia. Bisitun, near Kirmanshain, was
occupied during the middie Paleolithic {where remains of horses
were aiso found) and aiso near Kbowmnick, Khurasan in the Sarakis
Corridor’ and Shiraz near iake Nairiz, (Carieton Coon, The Seven
Caves)

Caspian man, an upper Paleolithic {9,335 vears oid), non-
Neanderthal man was found m Hoti Cave o 11 i:m aspian by
Carieton Coon. Technically it was Mesolithic because of the

presence of the bow and dog.

.r"al
.aJ(

in eariy D\”SI-O‘EL{R’ ial times the Caspian coasi region was an

imporiant Hast-West passageway ior peonie { cef ore qomeﬁman@
of animais became prevalent) but the main area: ':ﬂ' seftiement

where Palaeolithic man existed were
éﬁﬁl’i&ﬁ- \3?)5418(1 withac G 108y Z’ﬁfﬁi"% 83,' O‘Lhif.,i 132

industry on the Caspian dates (o abou
animai domestication.

Harly man was primarily a sedentary farmer- gatherer as opposed
10 nomadic. The jatfer were considered as primitfive, backward
fribes and ioocked down on D} the others.

Semi-nomadic franian tripes first arrived in the Zagros, miving
with the Neoiithic settiements of native peopies sometime during
the second angd first milienia BC and it was with the arrival of
these people thaf proper nomadisin siarted and the Kurds and
Lurs evolved althor 1gh it was the rua,cﬁ iater Turkish and Mongol
invasions which destroved the civiiized settiements most
profoundiy.

The earliest recorded settied agricuifure is in flam in Khuzistan
where {he mild climaie and pientiful water irom ihe karkhah and
Karun rivers fiowing down from the Zagros into the aliuviai plain
were enormousiy favorable for cultivation. From about the 7ih
millenium BC, eariyv settiers made their way down from the

;
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Zagros. Theyv were goat herders with a primitive knowiedge of
agriculture and acquainted with artificial irrigation. it is
postulaied that the tribes of the Iranian highlands beionged to the
North-Fast Caucasion linguistic chmm and those of the South-Fast
1o the Proto-Uravidian while there were aiso ribes who spcke
ianguages complefely unrelated. if is not possibie to determine 1o
which ethinic groups these early Eamites beiong, aithough some
are depicied as being dark skinned and thereiore possibiv reiated
1o the Dravidian groups now best represented by peopie like the
Tamiis of india. But no iribes in eariy fran spoke anv Indo-
Furopean languages. The first ianguage on the Khuzistan piain was
Sumer ian, iater i.uSpia{?‘Eu % Elamite,

The most important community on the iowiands was Susa {ca
3000 BC) although they appeared 1© have keptl their connections
with the mo ‘a,.,.taiﬂs and and an imporiant center, Anshan in Fars,
which was suitabie for sheep and catiie breeding and rich in the
natural mg 0s oak forests. Propably Transhumance was praciised

as the lowlands became extremeiv hot during the summer

monihs,

ning supremacy until , in the 18th
iies L, om tﬁe 73070s overran ‘:’esop@'{amia. By
Y

T

e -
i

f milieninm BC the Assvrians had repiaced

;:1 Kassucq were a non-indo-Furopean fribe from the Lurisian
region of the Zagros who infroduced horse breeding and the i
chariot into Babvionia on a considerabie scale aithough onagers
had been used in the Kingdon of Ur (standard of Ury and smail
porses calied Anse-Kur-Ea {ass of the moun Tams> peen used for
riding {terra cofia piaques) since alteast 3000 BC.

AT some time in the first half of the Znd milienium BC, tribes
speaking mdo-Iranian arrived on the Iranian piateau.”ndo-
iranian is a branch of Proio-indo-Furcpean, spoken in the 4th and
eariv 3rd millenium BC in eastern-central-Furope {pg 41 VoL.Z
Cambridge)

There was no invasion of indo-Furopeans as such, rather a co-
mingiing of ethnic culiures and languages as the newcomers
assimilated. Aithough the language in subsequent history became
Indo-Furopean, present day iranians are principaily descended
irom the indigemous popuiations - not, as is normaiiy assumed,



the Proto-Indo-Furopean tribes of Furope. In the 3rd millenium
BC the population of neoiithic cattie breeders in centrai-soutir-east
Furope {speakers of Prow-indo-Furopean ianguage) expanded and
as thev spread the ianguage of the pastoral popuiations
superceded that of the isolated communities which were unabie ©
communicate with each other, So these Indo-Furopean speakers
eveniually reached the Atlantic in the west, the Bay of Bengal in
the east, the Polar sea and the Mediterranean carrrving and
infiitrating their language with them {rather as bngiish is now a
global language).

The tribes who created the cuitures of the steppes and Centrai
Asig in the Znd millenium biu were e precu 13:5’}?‘5 of the Scvithians

aﬁa Sacae {Eastern ranians). The ancestors of the Indo-Arvan

up 4_. Western franians - Medi ian, Persian . vaz‘tman: reached
Somh—x\*est Central Asia and eastern Iran earlier, by the end of

e 3rd and beginning of the Znd milienium BC, E ihe end of the
Znd miilenium BC a large part of the Iranian plateau was already
speaking Indo-iranian languages. There was a large area,
however, in present dav Rurdistan and Luristan which stiil kent
its indigenous language. Horse harness, statuettes and seais
depicting horses have been Iound in their burial grounds. They
were not reiated to the Indo-Furopean, ranian cuiture.

"1 has now been established iiat in the Near Fa
o es ‘:»;Jea airen ’i\ 11" ?:' 3rd mi iienzm‘sl DL )
1o war- f:i io'rs aiready in the Zist (o 1@{3 centuries BC aithough
T,‘i1€" were regarc ed as less aristocratic than donkevs or
Ca ige). " In the steppe regions of eastern Furope,

Asig iberia, bv conitrast, fhough bones of horses are
Iouraa in sett 1@11_«211?:5 and fombps from as eariv as the 3rd
mz_iﬁi ium BC or even eariier, fully re:kwﬂ information on saddie

horses goes back to the 13th century BC. Thev beiong 1o the

period of transition of the iocal popuiation for a semi-nomadic
existence, Bui mass cavalry came to be formed in the ste ppes of
present day Ukraine, in the Voiga region and in Ceniral Asia onlv
with the transition {o a compietely nomadic exisfence about the
1Zth to 9th centuries BC... But neither then , nor earlier, did the
szez}be aweuez*: seem 1o have known the mm spoke-wheel war-
s ﬂ’?T"{"

......

“The peopies of the Near Fast did not have to wait for the Arvans
to form an army on norses and wheeis, This was first formed in
south-western Asia, and the reason why it preceded the more

effective cavalry troops must have been the longstanding



q,
{raditions of using war chariois drawn bv doni{@vs {probabiv
onagers as the donkeyv had not vet arrived. LF) The east Furopean
steppe dwellers did not possess such raditions * indo-Furopeans
arrived on foot perhaps accompanied by ox carts and only in iater
centuries with horses.

"The centre oz ancient horse breeding, not oniy in the /nd
millenium BC i ul: down [0 the 3rd guarter of the 1st milienium BC
were the mountain pastures in the Zagros highiands of ran,
Armenia and Asia Minor, especiaily those of Armenia and Media,
in the piains horse breeding was for a iong time not very
successiiil. it is evidenilyv in these highiands that the peoples of
{he oldest civilizations in the Near Fast, and after them the indo-

Iranian newco omiers, came 10 know mass horse-breeding and
chariot tactics” {(pg 47)

The indo-Iranians seem 0 have become adept horsemen rapidiy
which subsequently contributed fo their superioritv in mﬂ
military field and predominant over the local population. But prior
1o the Indo-Furopeans, the Profo-Hattic ang Hitlites in Asia Minor
in tll@ 20th 10 18 th centuries BC were consummate horsemen and
had writien treatises about raining and care of horses. The Indo-

s

[

European Mitanni’s learned from The Hittites (Rikkull document
eic
The Western Iranian tribes were the first to come: Persians,

Medes and Parthians. After them came the Fastern Iranian fribes
oniy some of which penetrated 1o the Iranian piateau. They were
the Bactrians. Sakas. Scvithians, Alani, Massageiae, Chorasmians
and Sogiiians most of which remained in Central Asia and
developed westeiny franian {Persian) and various Turkic
languages.

These Indo-Europeans in the 3rd to beginning of the Znd
millenium BC were catiie breeders, not horsemen. They were
introduced o the light, spoke-wheel chariots in Iran. It was only
in the second haif of the Znd milienium BC that the horse came o
be used as a mount amongst the indo-lranians.

The main migration route of the ?ndo-?uropeans rom Central
Asia was along the valieyv of the Atrek into Khurassan {Sarakis
Corridor). Iranians did not reacii historical western Media untii
about the 7ih century BC: in the eastern sector,however, eariier.
Siaikh, once Elamite, were Iranian speaking by the 8th centurv BC
Assyrians began atfacks on the Zagros ‘citv-states’ { Median)
starting in the 10th century BC plundering cattie and horses. Later
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Urartians to the north fought batiles with the Assyrians and
Medians while an advance by the Urartians towards the south in
the Zagros brou 1gh¢z about a loss of power {0 the Assyrians and
‘ec.torea the independence of me Medes. In the 7th century BC
Assvrian raids continued info Media because " the reformed
stand iing army of the Assvrians was in great need of horses, for
chariots and especialiy for cavairy 1o which an ever growing
importance was attributed, and it was oniy in the mountain
pastures, particularily in Media, that horsebreeding was
successfuliy practised during this period” (see David Stronach,
1 epe Nushi-jan for evidence of horse breeding). The Assyrian King

Tigiathpiiser’s annais {737 BC) describe traversing the Nisaean
wam mmm*s lor mrsp m’maim and even reaching present day
ie . Assvrian fexts describe a seizure
af one fime 02 Sf' r;@ Lorses an ci men and cattie 'without number’.

Nomadi c horsemen began {0 appear out of the Caucasus in the
econd half of the 8th centurv BC penetrating inio the mml Fast, it
ear whnether theyv were Scv thian or Cimmerian.’In the
opinion of the Greeks of the 8th century BC the neighibours of the
Thracians iiving on the wesiern shore of the Biack Sea were horse

breeding {ribes’, but Heroditus savs the Scvihians moved along
the Caspian. However, Cimmerians were supreme in Asia Minor in
fhe 7th cenfury BC until ousted by the Scyvthians who aiso made
incursions into Media and involved themselves in infernecine
DOLTICS between the Assvrians and Medians.

During ?_i,a.e first haif of fﬁ*’:‘ ‘ﬁz‘st ﬁ_‘jimmi im BC, mf: Sf“ilmpi"’i !1’1}.'{ of

:ﬂ) or Sarmations. The :yr' 'Ths were not a homogeneous
pneopie but the principal {ribe, the Roval Scytiis, were of Iranian
stock, nomads who iived in the steppe east of the Dnieper and the
Crimean sreppe. The steppe Scvins were (e nomads and had no
permanent sefiiements. Their main occupation was fighting and
their econom\f was based on pastoraiism, the raising of horses,
cattie and sheep, Thev had no saddies or stirrups and rode on a
cioth. Horses were sacmm{a {up to four hundred in one burial)
and buried with their departed owners in burial barrows covered
wm earth. Although the Scvihs invaded iran in the 7th century
_ and subdued Media, thev were overthrown around 600 BC and
e:xpenea whereupon they removed themselves once more o the

norih.

‘..n Q)

’11’”'{ became an maevenaem consolidated 1:\1110(10111 rom the
nd of the 70's of the 7th ¢ century BC with its (faDlLOi at Ecbatana.

M
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ranian script was invented calied *Oid Persian’ and based ocn
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Aramaic, Akkadian and Urartian writing repiacing ine cuneiform

of Babyvionian, Assyrian extant since 3000 BC.

The Median empire sireiched to Central Asia inciuding Baciria,
Tajikistan, parts of Afchanistan, Hvrcania, Parthia {,;\mn asan and
the foothiiis of the kopet Dagh). In the souih-east it sfretched 0
Sistan. Agricuiture was aiready very advanced in the foothiiis of
the Kopet Dagh {nothern Parthia) with damming of mountain
streams having begun not iater than the &th milienium BC -
aimost at the same {ime as advanced agricuiture in the Near Fast.
Fortfied setfiements such as Anau 1l (near modern Ashkabad)
existed from the 3rd and during the entire Znd miileninim BC.

bere were similar seffiements in Khurasan {(Tureng Tepe, Tepe
ii) in Afghanistan and Taiikistan. Near Kirman, Tepe 1 hva

I ; e
was a literate Cl"@ilZAhOL as eariv as me first centuries of the 3rd
millenium BC, In The Znd milienium j sputhemn Turkmenia had

perfected budiding irrigation canals. A highilyv developed

S 8 4 -
acricultural cuifure developed in Hyvrcania in the vallevs of the
Goroon and Atrek rivers and also in the north of PVarthia {Anaun iv)

s

N 1

1 deveioped cifv-states in soufh-west Ceniral Asia in
The 71h and Hth cenfuries BC one OI W m(:r1 was Baciria, wi
1 Fif 1 f

Ifze\s hada ‘4{:

Ceniral Asia as weli as “{h@ indigenous horses of the Zagro:
and would have practised selective Q**eﬂamg {6 achieve {h

se
superiority in horse fiesh so admired by t’i A5
-C;’XI"K E‘l@zse bur Lais an{i; infi Len"e of ASSy ?,

While the Medes had reigned in the western and northern Zagros
another Indo-Furopean {ribe, the Persians, had concenirated in
Fars. They were unifted w r*en the daughter OT the Median King
Astyages married Cambvses |, son of Cyrus i. Their son, Cyvrus i
{the Great) defeafed his grandfather in battie in 550 BC and
founded the Achamaenian dynasiv. This was the greatest of the
many great Persian empires and sireiched from L«E‘I‘(’””’i Asia 10
the MQQID’-‘T’“’H“"QHI‘ untii icz—apaof the Great defeated Darins il in
331 BC and burnt iids spring capifol, Persepoiis,

THE HOKSES
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By the time of the Medians ali the ingredients for selective
breeding of horses were present in the areas controiied and
influenced bv Iran. There was the Tiny indigenoiis horse of the
Zagros and Khurasan as far north as the kopet Dagh. And there
were two distinct tvpes of horses from Ceniral Asia; the {ali, siim
norse averaging over 15 hiands and the shorter, stocky horse
standing befween 13 and i4 hands.

he tinv horse was more a browser than a grazer and probabily
g.ept 1o the mountain forests in the same biotope as the deer. The
steppe hiorses were grazers with the tall, meatiess breed a native
of the wateriess savannah of south-west Ceniral Asia while the
stocky horse could stand the winter cold of the Kazakh and
Siberian steppe Turther north. {LF personal observation of the
horses in their native habitats.)

ihe indigenous horse was tiny (90 o 100 cenfimeteres al the

srok). Old Assyrian texts aiso refer 1o the horse !L’SS 9y and the

evoiiiion of light, spoke-wheeled, horse drawn chariots.

withers) .in pre 3rd millenium B.C Siaikh il, near Xashan,
osteoiogical remains of £ cabalius Pu *zwpeiz: L *'um‘f'a* were found
{Cambridge Ancient historv p455), Texts from 3rd miilenium BC
southern Mesopotamia and Eam also refer 1o horses of the
mouniains { Azlse,ﬁuz'.Ra,ﬁj} {Littauer p.43) and bv the early Znd
millenium BC the frue horse was firmly documented in Anatolia as
well as souti-w @sr Iran, Horses of an ‘Oriental ' tvne also began 10
appear in Fgvpt (imported) {Littauer p.56){ Buhen horse - Clutton-

QOY SCS RC cording 1 1@31‘ sires..

{he Kikkuli text is from the 14{h century BC. Aiso a Hitfite text {
Middie Assvrian)

At {his time there was a full movement of horses mroug,ﬂout the
area from souiwest Central Asia to the Mediterranean {Littauer
D.84)

Median leveis at Nushi-jan give wide range of sizes from
miniature norses {1.05 - 1.10 cent) o hiorses over 1.50 with the
majority being 1.35 - 1.37 cent. A Turther indication of selective

breeding.
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Assvrian horses under Ashurbanipai were strong, weil built, well
muscied with iong cannon bones, iarge hooves and 'breedv’ heads
{Littauer p. 110-11). Assvrian horses iargely imported {rom
Nedia, Urartu and Azerbaijan.

Later first millenium ; horse remains from Urartu {eariy 6t cent.
BC) belong to two breeds:; one large and the other standing 1.Z5 m.

"Horses continile in Hight harness and as mounis. Although there is
at m‘es;@m no published osteological materiai firmiv dated to this
period, horse skeletons irom the desiructon level of Karmir Biur
in Urartu {early 6th cent. BC) were reported 1o belong to a large
and a smail breed, the Iatter sianding 1.25 m. The existence of
distinct breeds may aiso be deGuced - from evidence from both
pre-Achamaenid {Median) and post-Achamaenid {Parthian} sites
in Iran. And representafions and texts provide considerabie
information about the tvpes of horses in use.

"The reliefs af Persenolis show the roval harness animals as iong-
bodied, big-boned and ram-headed, with short, thick necks and
heavy crests looking like somewhat smailer versions of the saddie
norses led in front of them. They are very probably of {he *Great
N “caeaﬁ breed referred 0 by Herodotus and other classical

authors, said 10 be named afier the MNesaean plain in Media, where
thev wer: ... 1he {ribufe chariot horses depicted on the

Pe TSJ“"}ES reliefs are ponyv-sized. Thev are aiso somewhart lichior
in tvpe, shorter-bodied, with more elegant heads and even a
gagwesmfﬁ of a concave profile, They do not correspond o what

seem aiso {0 he ponies pulling the roval chari iot on an Achaemenid
cmﬁaer seal or to those harnessed o one of the Oxus gold
models.” {Littauer pi4&)



